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e Jum o - These are the words which Moses spoke. Sefer Devarim differs sig-
(niﬁcanll}" from the other four books of the Torah. Sefer Shemos., Vayikra, and Bamidbar all hegl
with thi’c’cgj_x;_rlqj_yg letter vav, suggesting that each of the first four books are connect.ed 10 one
anoiher In contrast, Sefer Devarim_does not begin with a vav. Furthermore, in Shemos through
Bamidbar Moses is ée'n_e—ll‘éll_\’ referenced in third person, while in Devan_m, Mose.s almost always
speaks in first person; Moses himself is the narraior. Finally, Sefer Dm'ar"m.z F:omam.s for Lh.e most
part repetition of mitzvos that were previously enumerated: but with additional elxp}lanatzoAn,d
The Gemara (Megillah 31a) refers 1o Scfer Devarim as Mishneh Torah. The word M%simch is de-
rived from the word shinun—to study; to train one’s mind, as used in the phrase 7337 PRI, and
vou shall teach them to your sons (6:7. see Rashi). Originally, Sefer Devarim was given as Mishnah,
‘as_Torah Sheb'al Peh, the Oral Law: Only later, on the last day Sf E@?ﬁ?f}l‘fgfE?P,}LE_IE?F}J.}.‘EE Moses
ﬁukz'sl.l_éd-_'wi'ﬁiﬁé the words of this Toral in a scroll, fm_i_ifthe{i.rf__‘\'{eryj'_complegi_qq \3‘1:24)‘ _Sefer nginml,
which 10 that point had the status of Torah Sheb'al Peh, became m.corporated inio Torah S.heg.tc sy,
the Written Law. Lhe ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ@ﬁ_ﬁﬁ@“{mﬁéans Michnah (Oral Law) which is alsa

——ien, S by T e
LRl o '3 o ?‘ [ |
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Torah (Writien Law ) Although Sefer Devarim became part of Torah Shebichsav, it did not lose its

l(a Torah Sheb'al Peh character.

Sefer Devarim thus has a double sanctity of both Torah Shebichsav and Torah Sheb'al Peh. In use
first Toutr bootks of teTotah, God addtesses ihe community, wiaile in Sefer Devarim i is Moses
who is addressing them. In the first four books, Moses is the medium through which God ad-

dresses the people: Moses served in the role of prophet, repeating verbatim what God told him.
Uin Devarim, however, Moses is not a prophet but a teacher: Moshe Rabbeinu. He imparted bei’ur.
halgzaﬁ._ the explanation of the Torah, and thus it is Moses himself who addresses the people.

There &4 halachic implication to the special status bestowed Upon Sefer Devarim. Lhe

' Gernara {Berachos 21b) indicates that even those who maintain that one cannot derive new laws
or principles from the juxtaposition of verses agree that in Sefer Devarim, one can derive laws’
from such juxtaposition. This view maintains that Moses alone juxtaposed specific verses toaid
in his Torah Sheb’al Peh explication, but this hermeneutic device cannot be applied to any of the
other books of the Torah. (Yarchei Kallzh, 1977)
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Parashas Devarii
0Y32T DWW

When the Mouth Is Faster
Than the Eye

o1 5T oy Ky 11225 N 10T WK DY 0K TR
DY R DRIV 712 T2 TMED MMy 7 0Ty amn
To where shall we ascend? Our brothers have melted our
hearts, saying, “A people greater and taller than we, cities

great and fortified to the heavens, and even children of
giants have we seen there!” (1:26).

RASHAS DEVARIM, WHICH WE READ EVERY YEAR
on Shabbos Chazon, the Shabbos before Tishah B’Av,
contains several allusions to events related to Tishah
B’Av. An obvious one is the pasuk (1:12) that begins with the
word Eichah and is read in the tune of Eichah. But there are
more direct references as well.

In recounting Bnei Yisrael’s journey from Egypt to the
banks of the Yarden (Jordan Riverj, which they were about to
cross into Eretz Yisrael, Moshe Rabbeinu shares some words

@-)
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the so-called “frum blogs” (oxymoron, perhaps?) — are not
based on events that people have seen with their own eyes.
If'we would accept upon ourselves not to repeat gossip
that we don’t even know 't seen
it with our own eyes, how much lashon hara would we cut out?

From:

.

It's likely that if we would commit not to share stories we have
heard from others, or are based on suppositions we've made
after viewing what could be categorized as circumstantial
evidence at most, we would cut the frequency of transgress-
ing the sin of lashon hara by at least half — if not to under 10

(\ percent of what we currently communicate.

Perhaps this is what the Torah is intimating to us in this
puzzling set of halachos regarding negaim, says the Tolna
Rebbe. A Kohen who cannot see cannot rule on any sort of

18/06/2023 16:00

nega, because if he would, he would pass judgment on some:-

thing he hasn't seen with his own_eyes —atkey-eause-oi-the
very sin the nega is sent to eliminate-

n the merit of committing to do our best to eradicate
lashon hara, may we merit to celebrate our very next Tishah
B’Av as the Yom Tov it will be when the Beis HaMikdash is

rebuilt,
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